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STYLING BY KELLEY LILIEN AND ANNA BETH CHAO

comfort

CHIC SOUTHERN  AND CALIFORNIA COOL

CONVERGE AT A LOUISIANA HOME RIPE WITH 
NATURAL LIGHT,

CHEERFUL  color, AND UNABASHED 

 DIY S P LE N DO R

TEXT BY CRAWFORD

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JEN Siska AND ANNA BETH Chao

Anna Beth and Vince Chao partake in a sing-a-long 
in their back patio. “The state map was in my mom’s 
classroom for years,” she says of the wall décor. 
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Decorator Anna Beth Chao (rhymes with 
wow) and her much admired blog come to life—
exuberantly so—in the light, bright Monroe, 
Louisiana, bungalow she shares with her biz-
man-musician husband, Vince, and their teen-
age daughter, Madeleine. Nestled on a quiet, 
tree-lined street in the city’s historical Garden 
District, every inch of the hip 1,950-square-
foot space is a reflection of the dynamic pixie-d 
brunette, whose infectious zeal for design and 
conversational writing style have earned her 
scores of fans. On her blog, hashai.com, Anna 
Beth (also known as “AB”) shares decorating and 
renovation stories, as well as her shopping wish 
lists and crafty successes. “I’ve always been into 
interior design,” she says, “and I’ve always been a 
do-it-yourself queen.” 

An internal communications writer by day, 
she furthered her online presence as a recap 
writer for televisionwithoutpity.com. Between 
her creativity and clever command of lan-
guage, she caught the attention of the executive 
producer of ABC’s Eli Stone, who plucked Anna 
Beth for a plum writing gig in Los Angeles. 
She headed west for several months while Vince 
and Madeleine held down the fort in Mon-
roe. Though a writers’ strike put a damper on 
a family move and Eli Stone did not survive, the 
marathon-running wife and mother didn’t sit 
idle. She used the downtime to shop the city and 
thrift for ironstone dishes. “I shipped all the 

The artwork is by pal Meredith Pardue, who gave 
the Chaos the loveseat. Anna Beth freshened up the 
piece with white paint. 

“I love that it’s quirky and yet still kind of under-
stated,” Anna Beth says of the ostrich-patterned 
wallpaper in the entry.  

The living room focal point—the huge, mirrored sun-
burst—was just $70. “That was a pretty big steal,” 
says Anna Beth.
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ironstone from Los Angeles inside an 
ice chest covered with quilts in my car, 
which was on an eighteen-wheeler,” 
she remembers. “They all made the 
journey intact!”

All the effort paid off in one of 
Anna Beth’s favorite projects: the din-
ing room plate wall, which showcases a 
collection of twenty-one white iron-
stone plates artfully arranged above 
a Danish sideboard. “My mom and 
I hung them painstakingly for three 
hours,” she recalls. “We’re such per-
fectionists—we arranged them on the 
floor first.” The dining room also fea-
tures a cowhide rug painted with zebra 
stripes—strategically placed near one 

corner at an angle to cover an  
imperfection in the red oak 
floor. “I like how you can see the 
brand on it,” she says of the eBay 
score. Anna Beth has never paid 
more than $65 for a rug on the 
auction site.

There’s a Malibu-meets-
Monroe vibe that emanates 
throughout the two-bedroom, 
newly two-bath house, thanks to 
airy white accents like the plates, 
larger pieces of furniture, and 
whitewashed shiplap walls and 
ceilings—all balanced by hand-
me-downs from family and 
friends. “When in doubt, use 
white,” says Anna Beth. “It really 
works when your whole back-
ground is white because you can 
do whatever you want.”

Affectionately known as 
“Chao Camp,” the house has 
become a gathering place for 

friends and neighbors. “Even 
my Latin teacher comes over,” 
Madeleine says matter-of-factly. 
“I’m used to it.” Whether strum-
ming guitar on the enclosed 
patio—complete with a daybed-
sized rope swing crafted by Vince 
dangling from the rafters—or 
singing songs by the likes of 
Brandi Carlile and Bobby Brown 
in the blooming back “yarden,” 
the musical couple entertains 
often. And even their teen guests 
can’t help but appreciate the 
bright splashes of art (by friend 
and artist Meredith Pardue) 
and whimsical touches like the 
ostrich head-in-the-sand wall-
paper (from English company 
Beware the Moon) in the clean, 
all-white entry. 

A tenacious shelter magazine 
reader with the gusto to try new 
things, Anna Beth views her en-

AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS

THE HOUSE HAS BECOME

“Chao Camp,” 

A GATHERING PLACE FOR FRIENDS 
AND NEIGHBORS.

The Chaos entertain about twice a week—and 
even more frequently during the summer. 

Anna Beth collected the ironstone plates while 
living in Los Angeles. 

Mother and daughter relax on the hanging day-
bed that Vince built. The Chaos were inspired 
by one they saw in Metropolitan Home.

GET TO KNOW        

               Monroe 

Louisiana has had its slew of 
headlines in the last five years, 
but the Chao family’s hometown 
of Monroe is far from the fray. 
Part of Ouachita Parish, situ-
ated about halfway between 
New Orleans and Memphis, the 
quaint town takes up roughly 
thirty-one square miles in the 
northeastern part of the state. 

The population is nearly 
55,000, with another 15,000 
people live in neighboring West 
Monroe—just on the other 
side of the Ouachita River, 
which runs through both cities. 
Monroe is where Delta Airlines 
started and it was one of the 
first places to bottle Coca-
Cola. Known as “Twin Cities,” 
the area is home to the Masur 
Museum of Art, Twin City Ballet 
Company, and Monroe Sym-
phony Orchestra, and it has an 
active live music scene. 

Visitors can’t help but 
notice hip, young people all 
over town, but “we don’t even 
have a Gap or a J. Crew,” says 
Anna Beth, who must place 
online orders or drive a distance 
for her favorite clothing stores. 
When it comes to purchases for 
the house, she has the benefit 
of West Monroe’s Antique Alley 
(more than forty shops special-
izing in eclectic antiques). But 
for interesting basics, “I can’t 
just pop into West Elm. The 
closest one is two hours away. 
If I want it now, my stuff comes 
from random places,” she says. 
“I have to work hard to find 
things—to stay connected.”
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tire home as a DIY project. “This house has 
been an extreme challenge because it was in 
need of updating,” she observes. “We said, 
‘Let’s just go room by room’—but it became 
an obsession.”

The early 1940s kitchen was the first 
in a series of updates. Not surprisingly, 
they opted for a predominantly white color 
scheme (walls, painted floor, tile back-
splash), with a swirl of Carrera marble on 
the countertops and pops of primary color 
in gadgets like a red espresso maker and 
a stash of green Pellegrino bottles at the 
ready. When it comes to marble, Anna Beth 
advises having any leftovers cut to fit and 
top off tables. “I learned that no matter how 
much you need, you should buy the whole 
slab of marble.” 

Next on the list was Madeleine’s pastel 
shabby chic room, which her sly parents 
redecorated (unbeknownst to her) in white, 
black, and red while she was away at camp. 
“Vince refinished the hardwood floors in a 
day, but it was a three-week total transfor-
mation,” explains Anna Beth, who initi-
ated the makeover to mark her daughter’s 
freshman status. She swapped traditional 
furniture for modern, mostly Ikea pieces, 
including a white canopy bed and a pair 
of red bedside lamps. “We were nervous 
Madeleine would say she’d wanted purple or 
something,” Anna Beth says, “but it was like 
she was on a reality show and she collapsed 
in happy tears when she saw her room.”

Interestingly, the couple eschewed white 
paint in the master bedroom and went to 
the dark side, covering the originally beige 
walls with Farrow & Ball’s Down Pipe, a 
rich grey Anna Beth fell for after seeing it 
on London designer Abigail Ahern’s web-
site. Their large white furniture provides a 

Anna Beth’s favorite part of the 
remodeled kitchen is the marble 
countertop. “They are always 
cool to the touch—a small relief 
here in Louisiana,” she says.
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dramatic contrast and gilded metal accent tables 
add a note of sophistication that belies their $29 
price tag. The simplest, high-impact change: 
Replacing cream-colored grommet-top curtains 
with white roller shades in all six windows. 
“Light floods in now, and it’s like a tree house 
in there,” Anna Beth says. 

Although throwing a design curve ball is her 
specialty, Anna Beth does insist on a hand-
ful of requirements for every room: “I like to 
have something old, something new, something 
shiny, and something fluffy like a cozy sheep-
skin rug.” Oh, and a touch of red—such as the 
$10 “junk” light fixture hanging in the hall— 

“I LIKE TO HAVE SOMETHING old, SOMETHING NEW, 

SOMETHING , AND SOMETHING fluffy.”

Madeleine’s desk is home to a vintage typewriter that 
belonged to Anna Beth’s mother. 

Two adjacent closets were converted into a bathroom 
for the teenager. The family previously shared one 
bathroom, but “as Madeleine grew, so did her need 
for personal space and forty-minute showers,” says 
Anna Beth.

While Madeleine was at 
camp, Anna Beth and Vince 
made over their daughter’s 
previously shabby chic 
bedroom.

PR
EV

IO
US

 P
AG

E:
 A

N
N

A 
BE

TH
 C

H
AO

. T
H

IS
 P

AG
E:

 J
EN

 S
IS

KA
 (T

O
P)

, A
N

N
A 

BE
TH

 C
H

AO
 (B

O
TT

O
M

)

JE
N 

SI
SK

A


