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When Victoria Smith was offered the space that would become her San Francisco apartment in May 2010, she almost didn't take 
it. "I was much too nervous to move into such a big space!" she says. Lucky for the rest of us, her friends intervened, she moved 
in, and the rest is history. Well, kind of. More on that later.

The apartment -- a house, really, complete with a yard, garden, and garage -- is situated on the side of a hill in Noe Valley, and is 
bursting with the kind of architectural details that seem common in San Francisco apartments but make the rest of us very 
envious: elaborate crown molding, original ceiling rosettes, interesting doorway arches. If you ask Victoria how she approached 
decorating such a place, she'll claim she didn't do anything but try to accentuate the existing architecture. Reader, that is a lie. 
Victoria’s place has great bones, yes, but it is her inimitable taste and flawless eye that have made this house a home. Above all, 
she possesses a fearlessness in decorating that eludes most of us: "I don’t ever feel afraid, or stuck with ideas. If I get bored with 
something, I change it.” 

Home clearly means a lot to Victoria -- indeed, it is evident in the photos she shares with the world on her blog. Victoria has 
chronicled the transformation of her space from brand-new apartment to lived-in home on her widely-read site, SF Girl By Bay. 
Says Smith, “Home is my haven. It’s the place I'd rather be than just about anywhere else in the world." But the fact that Victoria 
loves her house doesn’t mean she has much sentimentality about changing things around. Frequent readers are familiar with posts 
that begin, “Well, I painted the kitchen again,” or “I just decided the living room and the dining room needed to switch places!” 
This is part of the reason her home is such an enviable place: Victoria does things daily that we talk about doing yearly. "Some 
days the mood strikes me, so I get up, drink a lot of coffee, and move things around. It can be a whole different place by the end 
of the day. And I love that." We love it, too.

A life-long do-it-yourselfer, Victoria has some advice for the rest of us scared, boring ne’er-do-wells: “Don't be afraid of painting, 
moving furniture, anything. It can all go back! Get some furniture pads or put a blanket underneath, and just drag it around. Re-
paint if you hate it. It's free decorating, and it's fun."

Earlier this year, Victoria had finally decided on a paint color for the exterior of her house. She chose a darkish blue-gray and a 
bright yellow door, and everything was finally, nearly complete. Then she got an unexpected call: the owner wanted to sell the 
place. Whereas most of us would take this time to quietly FREAK OUT, Victoria briefly considered buying, then decided to 
move on. So now she’s scaling down, packing up, and moving out. And while we are sad that Victoria will have to leave her 
beautiful apartment -- the place she made into four or five different homes before our eyes -- we cannot wait to see what she does 
next. 


